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Editorial
MARK PARENT

The articles in this edition remind us of the heritage we have as
Baptists on the important issue of religious freedom.

In her article A Big Tent, Judy Shierman claims that the
traditional Baptist emphasis on freedom allows us as Baptists to
reach out and welcome people of diverse background and views,
even when they do not correspond with our own.

The next two articles focus on the Convention of Atlantic
Baptists (CABC) assault on local church autonomy and soul
liberty. Dan Green shares the story of his discipline by the CBAC
for officiating at the marriage of his daughter to her same-sex
partner. | outline my concern about two upcoming motions for
the AGM of the Convention that will make things even more
restrictive.

Joshua Sievers closes this edition with a poem commemorating
the 150™ anniversary of the Mahone Bay Baptist Church. He
underscores the work of that church in standing strong for
religious freedom.

I encourage even more articles on religious freedom. The
articles in this edition look at religious freedom within church
denominations themselves but there are important issues
outside of the church in Canadian society today. Where should
Baptists stand on the Quebec ban on public prayer? What does
the separation of church and state mean in the Canadian
context? Should there be limits of free expression as called for
by the present Canadian government? In addition, | encourage
articles on the ethical issues of today -- articles on MAID, on
wealth inequality, on violence and a host of other issues.

Articles on this, or any other issue, should be 500 to 700 words
in length.



Why Can’t the Tent Be Big Enough?
JUDY SHIERMAN

| am a Baptist by conviction and tradition, and | am blessed to
be a 4th generation Baptist pastor. Over the years, | have studied,
served and built friendships in a variety of Christian and
interfaith situations. Some of my good friends in junior high
were quite charismatic Pentecostals. My siblings and | were ‘the
Baptist kids’ in a Catholic high school. | attended a Lutheran
college. Together, with my husband and family, we served as
CBM global field staff in Indonesia; the largest Muslim country
in the world. Later we served in Bolivia, a country that had
Roman Catholicism as its official religion.

Throughout all this, | learned to love and respect my friends and
neighbours with many beliefs that were quite different than
mine. However, throughout it all my own faith and beliefs
became stronger. I strongly hold to the ‘Baptist’ tenets, and they
are a large part of my faith base.

In the past few years, | have become increasingly concerned with
the narrowness of some viewpoints. The “if you don’t believe
what | do, forget being my friend or colleague” stance is so
damaging and hurtful. We can’t continue to solely surround
ourselves with people who think like us and believe like us. We
must broaden our horizons and our community to include all.
Constructive, respectful dialogue helps us to grow and learn. It
is crucial.

I have, on more than one occasion, preached about (and talked
about) the “Big Tent.” | firmly believe that in order to survive as
Christ followers and as the Church, we must come to the
position where all are welcome and loved. It is possible to thrive
within a community where both conservative individuals AND
progressive/liberal individuals coexist. It is possible to love our
neighbours as ourselves and still agree to disagree about issues.
I have tried hard to live this out throughout my life.

My family live this out daily and the church | pastored for the
last 10 years has done this well too. | was privileged to be able to
shepherd an amazing, caring group of people who love God and



each other with open hearts and minds. They wrestled with key
issues in respectful, honest ways. They learned to agree to
disagree and still be an authentic, vibrant, healthy church. One
of the reasons they were able to do this was, once again, a strong
commitment to the tenets of the Baptist faith.

In a world with so many denominations and fluid movement of
individuals between churches, | am convinced we all need to
understand our own faith pillars and our church’s convictions
beyond the Creeds. It is when these tenets become blurred or
ignored or, unfortunately, rewritten that schisms and divisions
form.

A quick review of the Baptist tenets:

B - Biblical Authority: The Bible as the living Word of God is the
triune God revealing himself to us and the authority for faith
and practice.

A - Autonomy of the Local Church: Local churches are self-
governing and independent under the lordship of Christ.

P - Priesthood of Believers: Every believer has direct access to
God through Christ without a human mediator.

T - Two Ordinances: Baptists observe only two
ordinances—believer’s baptism by immersion and the Lord’s
Table (Communion).

I - Individual Soul Liberty: Every person is responsible to God
alone in matters of faith. Each person is responsible to work out
their own faith with help from a community of believers.

S - Saved, Baptized Membership: Only those who have given
credible testimony of salvation and been baptized should be
church members,

T - Two Offices: Scripture outlines only two offices within the
local church: Pastor and Elder/Deacon.

S - Separation of Church and State: The church and state are
separate spheres, and neither should control the other.



In the past few years, much damage has happened at many levels
throughout our Baptist denominations in Canada because of,
what | perceive, a movement away from three of these tenets;
the priesthood of all believers, sole/soul liberty and the
autonomy of the local church.

Some more specific examples might help here.

The priesthood of all believers means that even if someone
believes differently than us, if they are a believer in Jesus Christ
as the Risen Saviour, then they are a part of the body of Christ.
This means, women in ministry, members of the LBTQS++
community, etc. None of us are perfect, or sinless, yet each of
us, young and old, as followers of Christ, is gifted by the Holy
Spirit and responsible for using our gifts for the edification of
the church, locally and globally. Serving and encouraging each
other in love. Each of us must have the freedom to follow our
triune God wherever he is leading.

Sole/soul liberty means that each one of us is on our own unique
journey with God and must work out our faith and beliefs. AND
it is a journey. What | believe now is vastly different than what I
believed years ago. Hopefully that’s the same for you. Also,
hopefully, you have found a safe, loving, godly community in
which you have the freedom to work out your faith.

Finally, the autonomy of the local church means that each
church must have the freedom to live, thrive and grow in the
place, culture and context of where they are planted. The church
in the middle of a city, surrounded by many new immigrants
and refugees, should be very different than a church in a rural
farming community. A church in Nova Scotia should be
different from a church on Vancouver Island. Because of this and
because of autonomy, no church should be able to dictate to
another how they should or shouldn’t operate, who can, or
cannot be members, etc. God’s purpose and calling is specific to
each church. Each local church must work this out as they
prayerfully follow God’s leading.

It is deeply concerning to me that there are some, across our
beloved country, that are trying to redefine each of these three
tenets. The division and hurt this is causing is serious and, |



believe, not of God. There must be a healthier way. Freedom
within God’s family is vital. The tent can be big enough for all.
Respect and love can exist with differing opinions, views and
beliefs. Let’s be the church that is open and welcoming to all.
Let’s be the authentic community the world is craving. Let’s be
the place where ALL people can find the true love of God. If we
are to remain faithful and fruitful, we will need both deep
convictions and deep charity. A healthy Baptist witness should
make room for honest disagreement, local discernment, and the
patient work of loving one another in Christ.

Judy Shierman is a pastor, living in Calgary. Together with her
husband, Dennis, she served with Canadian Baptist Ministries in
Indonesia (1990-1993) and Bolivia (1994-2004). Judy entered full-
time pastoral ministry upon the family’s return to Canada in 2004 and
has pastored churches in Calgary and Toronto. Most recently, she was
Lead Pastor at Altadore Church for 10 years. Judy holds a B.Ed. from
the University of Alberta, a M.P.M. from Carey Theological School and
a D.Min. in Leadership from Tyndale University and Seminary in
Toronto. She retired in the fall of 2025 and is enjoying being Lita’
(grandma) to 6 wonderful grandchildren. She is an avid sports fan and
loves crocheting, reading, camping and travelling.

A Conversation with Dan Green

Recently, 1 had the opportunity to chat with Dan regarding his
experiences with the Canadian Baptist of Atlantic Canada Convention
Council. This is an excerpt from that conversation. Dan’s words are in
bold type.

A few years ago, you had a rather joyous event in your family.
Can you tell us what that was about?

| officiated at the wedding of my youngest daughter to her
sweetheart. When my daughter asked me to do the wedding, |
knew that our Convention was against it, but | love my
daughter more than I love the Baptist Convention. Also, | have
talked to other fathers who said “no” to their child's request and
deeply regretted it after the fact.



Yes, it's one of the things that fathers or mothers who are
ministers can do for their children. It is a special moment
between a parent and their child. I assume that because the
marriage involved your own daughter, you didn’t worry that
your credentials with the Convention would be at risk?

No, | didn't think anybody would care. That was true for the
people | have ministered to. People at Chester Baptist and Port
Williams Baptist and First Baptist, Amherst had no problem
with what | did. It was not an issue for them, just something
special a minister does for their own child.

The wedding took place on June 10, 2023?

Yes, and as the summer passed into Fall and 1 didn't hear
anything from Convention officials | reasoned that | was right.
They understood the motive behind my actions and were not
going to make an issue of it. But then | received a letter in late
October. Actually, I first received a phone call from the Rev. Dr.
Garth Williams, CBAC Staff person, who told me that an
accusation had been sent to Convention headquarters and he
wanted to confirm if | had officiated at a same-sex marriage. |
replied that | had because it was my daughter. Garth and |
studied together in the 90s and when he called me in order to
confront me, | didn't deny it.

What happened after that?

On October 31st of that year, they sent me a letter. In the letter
were Facebook pictures (screenshots from my oldest
daughter’s page) of me officiating at my youngest daughter’s
wedding. | was never told who sent the pictures or who made
the complaint. That was kept secret from me. In fact, in
subsequent procedures, Garth became the official
complainant against me.

I understand that the letter demanded that you meet before a
committee picked by the Board of Ministerial Standards. Did
you go to the meeting?

Yes, it was held on January 26, 2024. | met with the
investigative committee and was informed that Garth became
the complainant against me. Not the person who complained.



Because Garth became the complainant, I was told | couldn’t
go near him or talk to him even though we are friends and |
would only give him a hug.

After the meeting what happened?

On March 15, 2024, the Board of Ministerial Standards met,
and | was told | had been charged with professional
misconduct.

Is that the actual term they used?

Yes, | was to be charged with professional misconduct because
I had breached the regulations concerning CBAC ministerial
standards.

I understand you corresponded with them by mail to plead your
case. What was in your letter?

I assured them that | had been a loyal Baptist pastor for many
years, served on numerous Convention committees and | had
even been nominated to be the Vice President of Convention. |
wrote that my daughter’s marriage was a personal affair. |
stated that | was not trying to make an issue of Convention
policy and | had no ax to grind.

You explained that you weren't doing this to try to prove a point.
You were doing this as a loving parent?

Yes, | told them that | had turned down many requests to
officiate at same-sex marriages because it was against the rules,
but I wasn’t turning down my own daughter’s request. | also
added that | did not intend to officiate at any same-sex
marriages in the future.

Did your letter move them at all?

No, it might have moved some on the larger Convention
Council when they met to discuss my situation. In fact, there
was a pastor at that meeting who said, “I think I'll get rid of my
marriage license because it just causes you trouble as a Baptist
minister.” But they went ahead and confirmed the investigative
committee’s decision to “discipline me,” by removing my
credentials to perform marriages for two years.



So where does that leave you then? Are you an accredited
minister with the Canadian Baptist Atlantic Convention?

Yes, | am. | just can't marry for two years from the date of their
decision. In fact, their letter to me confirming council’s
decision warned me that even if I got permission from the
province to perform a wedding on my own, | would then lose
all my accreditation.

So where are you now as the two-year ban has come to a close?
Are you going to go ahead and continue to not marry same sex
couples who come to you?

I'll abide by Convention regulations -- unless it's a grandchild
or something, then I'll go ahead. But if | switch my credentials,
it won't matter. Will it?

Is that what you are planning to do now, drop your credentials
with the Convention and become recognized by the Canadian
Association for Baptist Freedoms?

Possibly, that is where my friends are.

I sense though that this is a difficult decision for you to make.
Why is it so difficult? Is it because your pension plan is with the
Convention? Or is it because of the history you've had with the
Convention?

It is the history. It has been my larger religious family, and |
have contributed much to it.

That being said, throughout this process, you must have felt that
all the work you've done for the Convention over the years was
considered as nothing?

Right, it feels like they simply didn't care.

The Rev. Dr. Dan Green has pastored in the Mahone Bay Baptist
Church, First Baptist Church, Amherst and the Port Williams Baptist
Church. He has served on various CABC boards including the Acadia
University Board. Together with his wife Trishe Coleman they attend
the Port Williams Baptist Church.



For Freedom Christ Has Set Us Free
MARK PARENT

I was adopted at six months of age by my parents, Hazen and
Hazel Parent. My father was serving as the minister of the Port
Williams United Baptist Church while he and my mother
awaited assignment as missionaries with the Canadian Baptist
Overseas Mission Board to Bolivia, South America. In 1956, my
parents spent time in Costa Rica for language training. In 1957,
they arrived in the tin mining city of Oruro, Bolivia; situated
around 13,000 feet high on the wind-swept Bolivian altiplano.

My parents inherited the use of a truck which previously had
been used by the Canadian Baptist missionary, Norman Dabbs.
Norman Dabbs along with six our Bolivian Baptists had been
stoned to death by a drunken mob incentivized by the local
Catholic priest. One Bolivian Baptist escaped by hiding under
the truck and pulling himself up on the drive shaft of the truck
so he could not be seen.

The truck still had the pock marks of the stones on it. My parents
used it for a while before getting a Volkswagen van that was
better equipped to float across the streams, which in rainy
season washed out many of the dirt roads in the countryside. It
was in that van that my family almost met the same fate as
Norman Dabbs. Fortunately, my father was able to not stall the
vehicle and to get out of the dead-end street that we were
trapped in.

It is life events such as these that have impressed on me the
importance of religious freedom. It is a proud heritage of
Canadian and Bolivian Baptists that the deaths of the Bolivian
Baptists along with that of Norman Dabbs pushed the Bolivian
government in the direction of dropping the death penalty for
being other than a Roman Catholic and, in time, adopting
religious freedom for all.

There are many different denominations within the Christian
family, and they all bring some special emphasis or heritage.
The gift of the Baptist denomination (when it is at its best) is
religious freedom on both a personal and a political level.



Sadly, the Canadian Baptists of Atlantic Canada (CBAC) have
been moving away from this emphasis on freedom as expressed
in local church autonomy and soul liberty. Two motions which
will come before the annual meeting at Acadia University this
fall are the latest examples of this. The first motion forbids
ordained clergy from being credentialed by more than one
denomination. So far so good. But it goes further by also
forbidding any membership or affiliation by a CBAC pastor with
groups such as the CBAF, even if such a pastor is only
credentialed with the CBAC!

The second motion outlines a procedure by which only two
credentialed CBAC ministers can start a procedure to have the
membership of that church dropped. The reasons for dropping
a church from membership in the CBAC are twofold. The first
is if said church does not have “substantive” agreement with the
statement of faith outlined in the Basis of Union of 1905/06 and
the second is if they are not in “total” agreement with resolutions
passed over the years by the CBAC Convention.

The problem is that these resolutions, unlike the Basis of Union,
are hidden behind a privacy wall on the Convention website. |
asked Executive Minister Renee MacVicar at a meeting at the
Wolfville Baptist Church why, if churches had to subscribe
“totally” to these resolutions, they were not made public. She
replied that the media had made fun of some of them and
quickly added that it was not all the resolutions that had to be
“totally” agreed to (even though the upcoming motion does not
say that) but only ones which have some action item. When |
asked for an example, she had to reply (after denying for almost
two hours) that the only one she could think of was the
prohibition against ordained CBAC ministers officiating at a
same-sex wedding.

The prohibition, which | spoke and voted against at a
Convention meeting over ten years ago, began the process of
undermining local church autonomy The Baptist emphasis on
freedom of the local church would have been to allow churches
and pastors, as led by the Holy Spirit, to examine their own
consciences on this issue. Unfortunately, that was not the
decision at that time.



Instead of letting sleeping dogs lie, these two motions (which can
be read on the CBAC website) make the current situation even
worse. If passed, it will mean that the Convention of Atlantic
Baptists will have travelled further along the road of selling their
birthright for a mess of pottage as Esau did in the biblical story.

Ironically, it will mean that the CABC has allowed the Canadian
state, which they feel they are so proudly resisting by not
allowing same-sex marriages, to set the agenda for the church
albeit in a negative rather than positive fashion.

Many years ago, the Apostle Paul wrote — “For freedom Christ
has set us free. Stand firm, therefore . ..” (Galatians 5:1a).

Mahone Bay Baptist of Maple Street
JOSHUA SIEVERS

This poem was composed to commemorate the 150th anniversary of
United Baptist Church Mahone Bay, which was observed on October 26,
2025. The premiere of the poem was held on that day, accompanied by
piano music provided by UBCMB’s Music Minister Murleta Williams of
Halifax.

On the hill of Maple Street, a white spire rises—
a quiet sentinel above the shining bay,

a beacon of welcome and of prayer,

where word and worship meet.

The slender white tower, visible across the town and sea,

reminds us that this church is more than foundation and
beam—it is witness: in its architecture, a lifting of the eye
toward heaven,

In its community, a lifting of the heart toward one another.
In this small-town located along lighthouse route three,
where the waves of the Atlantic whisper

stories of island and shore,

This sacred space has welcomed all, a reminder that there is no
denomination in heaven. She remains a steady anchor amid



change, a place where friends become chosen family, and
where love and service ripple outward like light upon the
water.

Since 1875, the emerald-green doors have opened wide;
one can always feel the movement of the Holy Spirit.

Through our doors, generations have entered—
their voices joined in praise,
their hopes bound together in faith.

For decades, Margaret Hutchinson’s dedicated service

was experienced on Sunday mornings,

As various organ hymns bellowed in steady song,

In Summer Murleta William’s enthusiastic talent on piano,
organ, and voice brings us many smiles.

Our church is steeped with dual affiliation history,

with many respected Ministers having led our flock.
Starting with Reverend Brice Knott, many followed like
Reverend John Boyd, Reverend Dr Kenny, or

Jennifer Smart to name just a few.

All have made us feel at home in the shiny wooden pews,
David and Joyce Allen have faithfully served, as moderator and
clerk, ready to take on any role to ensure continued growth in
the Body of Christ.

Wednesdays, the Word is spoken and shared with friendship,
tea or coffee poured, laughter mingled with prayer and
goodies; here, weary hearts could find rest,

and their words shared and heard in confidence.

Reverend Sherrolyn Riley walks as a leader among us—
a faithful guide with gentle, sweet strength,

rooted in study, seasoned by compassion,

Tending souls and lighting paths toward Christ.

As years ago, and many go on to their heavenly inheritance,
Those who still gather here hope our doors stay open wide for
many years still.



We are diminished but strong. A fifth voice among the local
churches, holding true to our Baptist traditions and Convention
distinctives:

Local Church Autonomy
The Separation of Church and State

e The Lordship of Jesus Christ

e The Authority of the Scriptures
e The Priesthood of the Believer

e Soul Liberty

e Regenerate Church Membership
e Baptism

e Lord’s Supper

[ ]

[ ]

We pray and hope that all who enter find, in this unique place,
a home of peace, redemption, acceptance, and love, and in its
people, the face, hands, feet of Christ.

Dr. Joshua Sievers pursued training in Music and Ministry in
Canada, the United States, and Europe. In 2016, he founded Eclipse
Ministries with two colleagues in Medicine, while completing
practicums and residencies in Psychosomatic Medicine and Internal
Medicine in Germany. He is a member of United Baptist Church
Mahone Bay, where he assists with the Music Ministry.




Rushton Lecture Series June 6, 2026

i

Port Williams Baptist Church

In a time of dissonance and division Canadian Baptists have an
opportunity to continue to model a posture of theological
thoughtfulness and generous inclusion and hospitality. In this
year’s Rushton Lecture, Dr. Rauser will share themes from his
most recent book “The Wideness of the Sea” and remind us of
our ongoing calling to practice our soul liberty as we seek to be a
blessing in our churches, community and country.

Randal Rauser is a Canadian theologian and former seminary
professor at Taylor Seminary in Edmonton. He is currently
Director of Faith-Based Organization Investigations at Veritas
Solutions. Randal is the author of numerous books exploring
faith, doubt, atheism, and contemporary cultural issues,
including his most recent, The Wideness of the Sea: How to be
Evangelical and Gay Affirming.

e 12:00 lunch (email Lana Churchill to confirm at
lanalouchurchill@gmail.com, cost is $15)

1:00 Devotional

1:30 Speaker Dr. Randal Rauser

2:30 Break

2:45 Closing remarks
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