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Editorial: Waving Good-Bye
One of the sweet and sour experiences in life is waving good-bye. Perhaps you are leaving home for a long while, or leaving your young children for the day’s work. In our case, it is departing a role which one has
enjoyed but the time has come to change. This will be your editor’s last
edition of our little publication that has been dear to his heart for some
time. He was the first editor when it began, very modestly, in 1971. Run
off with a mimeograph machine, and only four pages long, it introduced
to our churches the intentions of our organization, bring news about
what our churches have been doing and promoting the Baptist Principles which we uphold.
Like any child, it has grown, developed and continued under a
number of editors ever since. Your editor has returned several times,
sometimes temporarily, stepping in when it was necessary to fill between
the other editors. In fact, this last time was supposed to be just that.
Nonetheless, we have promoted Baptist thought on a variety of issues,
found new contributors, even introduced colour to the cover of each
edition. It has become one of the few Canadian Baptist regular print
publications with the demise of The Atlantic Baptist and The Canadian
Baptist. Long may The Bulletin continue.
We wave good-bye and pray that under our new editor, Scott Kindred-Barnes, it will keep on growing to flourish amongst us and keep
Baptist thought before our church members and our external readers.
Roger H. Prentice—Editor

The Bulletin is published three times a year by the Canadian Association
for Baptist Freedoms. It is meant to be an informative magazine
about Baptist concerns and news of the Church in the world.
Editor is Roger Prentice—5 Grandview Drive, Wolfville, Nova Scotia B4P 1W5.
The colour cover was donated by a friend of CABF.

Religion as Hobby
The Rev’d Bert Radford
I was reading Illusions of Faith: A Critique of Non-Creedal Religion by Carlos
Prado1. As the title hints the book is a
critical analysis of religions which do
not base their understanding of God in
creeds. We Baptists were an early manifestation of this type of Christian faith
although we have tended to maintain a
shared belief through statements of faith
and commonly held principles governing the interpretation of scripture.
Reading this book, I came to a sentence which jarred me out of my complacent acceptance of the author’s critical stance and woke me to real
difficulties which might be latent, or actual, in my faith. The lines were
these:
“…if religious language is robbed of the possibility of truthvalue and comes to be seen as merely expressive of attitude or
even constitutive of commitment …religion seems to become
‘less important’. Religious activities begin to look like hobbies”
(Prado: pg. 42)
“Hobbies!”
Wait a moment. He can’t call my practice of the faith a hobby. Hobbies are passing fascinations, diversions to keep our minds off the real
business of living. They are enjoyable activities which need not lead to
useful result. He can not call my faith a hobby. But he did. And I was left
to deal with the aftershock.
When I thought about it, I realized that he might be on to something.
How many people leave church saying, “I enjoyed the service”? One
enjoys a hobby. I remember hearing one man say of contemporary worship, “I never knew church could be so much fun.” I almost responded,
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“I was not aware that church was supposed to be fun”. I don’t want to
make an extreme statement that church must be dour and dull to escape
being labeled a hobby, but I am also sure the primary reason for worship
is not to amuse the worshiper.
Hobbies can produce some useful and beautiful results. Gardening
might be considered a hobby and fresh produce from the garden fills
the table with wholesome food. I have a carving of a duck given me by
an amateur carver. For many years I have enjoyed the beauty his hobby
gave me. On the other hand, many hobbies yield no practical benefit to
humankind or beauty to enrich our lives, though they give the hobbyist
personal satisfaction and fend off the blight of boredom.
If the content of our faith is based predominantly in our inner experience with little reference to the historic development of the faith, and if
our religion’s main purpose is to stimulate these inner experiences without doing much practical good for people, then it begins to look, and
perhaps feel, as if our faith is really just a hobby.
The way I see it, the Baptists began by rejecting creeds, that is, statements of belief which all had to accept before joining the church. But
they developed a kind of common-law of faith in which our interpretation of scripture and the structure of our church developed by precedent,
by trial, error and change. This development of Baptist faith and practice
was always rooted in the historic, shared experience of the revelation
of God to the living community. These roots in historic faith included
the ancient injunctions to keep the law, to live responsibly and morally,
to help those with less and to struggle against those who oppressed the
weak. They also gave to all penitents the assurance that God loves them,
cares for them and preserves all that has been truly good in their living
even beyond their death. The beauty and usefulness of such a faith transcends passing feelings no matter how moving these feelings may be.
They are far more lasting, beneficial, and significant than any hobby,
worthy as the hobby might be.
1 Prado, Calos: Illusions of Faith: A Critique of Non-Creedal
Religion, Kendall / Hunt, Toronto, 1980.
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The Rev’d Bert Radford lives with his wife Mae and are members of the
Burlington Baptist Church, Ontario.

Some Thoughts on Christianity’s Continuing
Challenge to Adjust Itself to a Changing World
with Integrity and Self-assurance
Rev. Bruce Matthews
As a retired minister, but still active in my church (St. John’s Anglican,
Wolfville), and even as a retired professor of Comparative Religion, yet
involved with Acadia’s life-long learning program, I not infrequently
find myself fruitfully engaged in conversations about pressing issues
confronting not only Christianity but other great faith commitments
of the world in our time. At the risk of oversimplifying these, it seems
to me that in terms of mainline Christian denominations, we do well to
emphasize, among other things, a firm commitment to environmental
protection, to the recognition of the basic integrity of other major world
religions, and to social justice. Such lively topics appeal to all generations,
but especially our youth. We will all agree that they have been the subject
of many very worthy studies, old and new.
In this regard, I was recently and especially interested to encounter
inspiring thoughts on these precise issues as set down by two Christian
pastors intimately involved with the cutting edge, so to speak, of religion in the world today. I would like to share these with you, though I
suspect many of you will be ahead of me and have already encountered
these wonderful, inspiring teachers. The Rebirthing of God: Christianity’s Struggle for New Beginnings is by John Philip Newell, a Scottish
theologian closely involved with the sacred pilgrimage site of Iona, but
particularly well known for what is described as his passion for peace
among the great wisdom traditions of the world. The book was lent to
me by a member of the Orchard Valley United Church in New Minas,
and is currently in use (2019) as a study guide in that congregation.
Newell premises his book with the observation that the “walls of Western Christianity are collapsing and in many parts can only be described
as seismic”. There are three main responses to this collapse – to deny it
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is happening, to shore up the foundations of what he fondly calls “this
old thing”, or to seriously ask what is trying to be reborn that calls for
a reorientation of our vision. Perhaps not unexpectedly John Newell
focuses first on the whole contemporary Christian church and the primary need, indeed responsibility, for all our denominations to become
completely committed to making a clear ecological acknowledgement
that the earth is sacred. This may sound somewhat clichéd but is absolutely central to the Christian message in our gravely threatened environment today. He cites Catholic priest Thomas Berry’s observation
that ”we need to move from a spirituality of alienation from the natural
world to a spirituality of intimacy with the natural world”. Such is also at
the heart of Pope Francis’s 2019 synod in Rome concerning the current
ecological, cultural, and social crisis associated with the Amazon Basin.,
and his 2015 Encyclical, Laudato Sí (‘Praise be to you’, subtitled ‘On care
for our common home’). Second, Newell acknowledges that the spiritual light that is at the heart of all life is found not only in Christianity
but in the wisdom of other world religions, and how important it is not
only for Christianity, but other faiths , to acknowledge the dignity and
integrity of their faith as it is expressed in the profound spirituality and
morality that is at the heart of all the world’s great, historic faiths and
not their radicalized fringes, as is too often the case.
I’m not sure these perspectives would have been seriously entertained in the Christian mainline denominations of my grandmother’s
era (although our old hymn books have many anthems extoling the
divine in nature), but the world is now too complicated and unsteady
for religious or spiritual people to ignore how the other half, so to speak,
live, believe and worship. So Newell concludes “humanity’s great wisdom
traditions are given not to compete with each other. We need each other
as the species of the earth need one another to be whole.”
Another recent, thoughtful perspective on these themes is offered by
Serene Jones in her powerful book Call it Grace: Finding Meaning in a
Fractured World. Jones is the first female president of Union Theological
Seminary in New York City, one of the Protestant world’s most important, leading-edge divinity schools. Her book is an autobiography even
although she is still a relatively young woman. She too is right in the
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thick of different ways to bring Christianity into cultural relevance, to
‘meet its adversities’. She reminds us that scarcely sixty years ago, such
famous figures as Karl Barth or Reinhold Niebuhr, both Union faculty,
were on the cover of Time and Life magazines – but not now. Those
days when major news outlets recognized the role of thoughtful Christian theological contribution to society are pretty well gone. “Slowly but
surely,” Jones writes, “our society slid into culture wars that eventually
divided the country into two camps, the secular left and the religious
right. God ceased to exist among much of the left. On the right, fundamentalists sensed the left’s disdain, and some among them covered up
their racism and hatred and age-old self-righteousness to reclaim the
bible and get the nation back to God”. This picture is probably more
accurate for the United States than it is here, but there’s still some truth
to it in the Canadian context. So for Serene Jones, her appeal is for a
renewed emphasis on what she identifies as ‘four pillars’ undergirding
mainline Christianity in our time. These are ‘breath, justice, mercy and
love’. They sound overused perhaps. But with some imagination they
are values we all have. By ‘breath’, Serene Jones refers to the life-force
that moves between us and through us, to see God as the air, the flow,
the spirit – and to pay attention to it in our bodies. This is consistent
with the environmental or ecological focus that has become central to
Christian theology in all of its denominations. The other three pillars of
justice, mercy and love are found in all the world religions, and we should
be quietly aware that they are not a Christian monopoly, and there is
much room for inter-religious dialogue and harmony by acknowledging this. Even then she concludes by noting that “this book is not nearly
as inter-religiously engaged and as knowledgeable as I, as a Christian,
am struggling to become. I have learned from and been humbled by colleagues who are humanist, atheist, agnostic, spiritual, and also Buddhist,
Muslim, Jewish, Hindu and Indigenous religionist.” As I bring these
remarks to a conclusion, I ask that we might all consider what some of
the challenges are that confront our Christian faith, and what you and I,
as Christ’s stewards in this time and place, might do about it, guided as
we fortunately are by outstanding thoughtful contemporary theologians.
The Rev’d Dr. Bruce Matthews , Professor Emeritus, Acadia University, is a
distinguished academic and lives in Port Williams, N. S. with his wife Pam. 7

Baptists and a New Social Form of Faith
Dr. Erich Geldbach,
Professor, University of Heidelberg, Germany
The Baptist Community may
be looked at as a religious movement which from the outset had
developed a ‘new social form
of faith (Lewis Mudge) as it
opposed the traditional religious
form by rejecting the close ties
between the religious and the
secular or by refuting the identity, or near-identity, of church
and society. This was to be
achieved by keeping the state’s
government out of the church’s
business and thus a new tradition was created to which we
refer today as the ‘free church’ tradition. The ‘Lord’s free people’ come
together voluntarily to worship God and to discern His will for the community of the faithful by prayerful Bible study. With Bill Brackney, we
could call that the Baptist DNA, and its history has come down to us so
that we may prove to be faithful to its core commitments.
This DNA carries, at the same time, a vast resource not only for the
Baptist group, but for the common good of society as a whole for the
very reason that from this community of the faithful emanates the idea
that every human being is to live free and is not to be ridiculed, marginalized, coerced, sentenced, put in prison, or even to death because of
one’s religious conviction, be it Jewish, Islam, Christian or whatever or
be it no religion at all if the latter is possible.
Religion and the commitment to a religion is to be ‘free’ within a ‘free
society’. That is a very strong new social form of the faith according to
people called Baptists. The common good is served because a free and
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open society can best be realized through a democratic process. The
king is an arbitrary ruler and may make one decision today and reverse
it tomorrow at his own volition. But in a democracy, as Thomas Jefferson
once remarked, the law is the king of the land. The law is not properly
represented by the will of the king, but the law represents the will of the
people. Just as the church would gather as the priesthood of all believers, so the democracy lives because of the politicianhood of all citizens as
my late friend and Baptist sociology professor Peter Dienel (1923-2006)
would call it. He also developed the significant ides of a ‘Citizens’ Jury’.
It is important to note that the priesthood of all believers and the politicianhood of all citizens go together like the town hall meeting and the
church’s business meeting.
The step in the direction of our present time would be to ask how this
new social form of faith can best be translated to the present and the next
generation and how the common good can best be served. What are the
societal failures of the present to which we as a gathered community of
faith can provide an answer, if only provisionally? To repeat: what are
the present crises which demand our action? With the esteemed and
world-renowned linguist from MIT, political activist and critical commentator, Noam Chomsky, let me call your attention to at least three
areas which are so outright serious that our own community will not be
able to achieve the desired end by itself, but that it will take the combined effort of churches, of other religions and of all people of good will.
The unsafe situation at present requires an intra-ecumenical Christian
effort, an inter-religious attempt and the mustering of support from all
people who are concerned about our world situation.
1. Ever since the USA dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki in September 1945, the world has been living under the
threat of complete nuclear annihilation. There are now next to
the USA and Russia a number of other nations that belong to
the ‘nuclear club’, among them India and Pakistan which behave
as arch rivals and Israel which has never admitted that it has
nuclear capabilities. After hard and long negotiations with Iran,
this country finally conceded not to further its research to develop
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an atomic bomb, but
be subject to control by the Viennabased International
Atomic Agenc y
(IAEA). However,
the current occupant
of the White House
withdrew from this
treaty after the US
has already in 2002
left the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) (l-r) Presentation of Festschrift in honour of Dr. William
Treaty. This year, Brackney: Dr. Colin Godwin (President: Carey Theological
2019, the InternaCollege), Dr. Erich Geldbach, Dr. William Brackney
tional Nuclear Forces
(INF) Treaty was axed by Donald Trump, and the Russians withdrew right afterwards.
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It must be remembered that this important treaty was signed in
1987 by Michael Gorbachev and Ronald Regan, the ‘hero’ of the
Republican Party, as a result of massive demonstrations in Europe,
and after the ecumenical churches had begun the conciliar process
on Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation ( JPIC) at the General
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Vancouver, BC,
Canada, followed by significant conferences on all continents and
finally in Seoul, Korea. This leaves the new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, START, as the only remaining pact between the USA
and Russia, which runs until 2021, but the resident in the White
House, who modestly acclaimed himself as the greatest and most
intelligent president in American history, stated that it was the
worst treaty in human history, most likely for no other reason that
that it had been signed by his predecessor, Barack Obama. He hates
whatever Mr. Obama accomplished as his bias makes him think
that he cannot possibly reach an international understanding.

Let me put it another way: Since 1945, the super powers and the
other countries with atomic weapons developed an arsenal of these
weapon systems to such an amount that the world can be totally
destroyed many times over. It is a miracle that during all these years
not one incident has been reported that any of these deadly instruments of war went off accidentally. Nonetheless, it is frightening
to think that we are surviving because split-seconds so far have
been in our favour. Sooner or later a deadly disaster of unheard
proportions might occur. Then, we also have a new 2018 Nuclear
Posture Review by the US Defense Department which explicitly
rejects a ‘no first use policy’. Whereby nuclear weapons would be
used only in retaliation to a nuclear strike, arguing that the United
States never adopted such a policy in the past and that ‘such a
policy is not justified today.’ The Review also states that the United
States will not seek ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty which Russia has already ratified and which prohibits
nuclear explosions in all environments. Perhaps this is the reason
why the President of the US poses as a weatherman and repeatedly
told senior officials to explore using nuclear bombs to stop hurricanes hitting the US mainland.
The nuclear threat needs to be addressed far more seriously than
by making such a clownish remark because it is a question of life or
the extinguishing of all life and the entire planet. As people of faith,
we must keep in mind that the earth is the Lord’s and is not at our
disposal, certainly not at the disposal of a hyper-narcissist, but that
we are to take care of it as a gardener takes care of his garden.
2. This leads us to the second crisis which has been much talked about
in recent days. It is the environmental catastrophe. During this
century every single year except one has been hotter than the year
before which means that global warming continues to grow. The
Paris accord, of which the US is no longer a part, is not enough; in
fact, the problem of global warming is probably beyond the point of
reversing the trend. Under the leadership of a German scientist, a
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German ship last week left a Norwegian port en route to the Arctic
where it will drift through the ice for the next 12 months, and a
group of 600 scientists will be flown in and out during this time to
investigate the effects of global warming. But even without these
data, we know today that by 2070 so much water will be extracted
from the oceans because of the warming effect and then return to
earth in huge floodings that will then destroy crops. This will be the
most threatening aspect of global warming: there will be massive
food shortages and lack of sufficient drinking water.
In connection with the environmental crisis there is much talk
about sustainability. I did a little research on the word and found
out that a German aristocrat by the name of Hans Carl von Carlowitz (1645-1714) was the first to write about sustainability. He
worked as an overseer of mining activities and ironworks for which
much wood was needed in the Erzgebirge in Saxony. In his book,
Sylvicultura oeconomica of 1713, he asserted that it was necessary
to plant enough trees so that there will be a ‘continuing, extending
and sustainable use because it is an indispensable matter without
which the land in its ‘Esse’, in its Being, may not remain as it is (p.
105 f.). He knew that if the industry used x amount of trees, there
must be an effort at re-foresting to reach a level of sustainability,
otherwise the very ‘Being’ of the land is in danger.
The trouble today is that we have too many politicians, including the Chief Executive of the US, who consider human-induced
global warming a hoax and that certain people of faith who call
themselves ‘evangelicals’ applaud just as they applaud the expenditures for the military to satisfy the goddess called ‘national security’.
3. Democracy: This is also a very troubling moment in history of
democratic governments. Over in Europe we have Viktor Orban
in Hungary who wants to make Hungary Great Again. He portrays himself as the last leader of ‘Christian Europe’ who defends
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the old continent against the onslaught of Islam and the tainting
of Hungarian blood with the blood of refugees.
The same is true of Poland’s Kascinski and his PIS Party which I
like to pronounce with ss at the end. He is supported by right-wing
Catholic elements against what is perceived as a ‘dangerous secularism’, coming from the West into the European East. Over in
France, we have Marine Le Pen and her nationalist Front National,
and in the Netherlands the Partij voor de Vrijheid (Party for Freedom) was created by Geert Wilders who rails against the refugees.
In Germany, we witnessed the rise of a populist-nationalist rightwing party which now has 90 seats out of more than 700 in the
national parliament called Bundestag, and whatever the agenda is,
the spokespersons know only one theme: the refugees and the call
on Chancellor Angela Merkel to step down because she caused the
refugee crisis.
Then, the troubling countries are the Anglo-Saxon old democracies. The absurdities in conjunction was the so-called Brexit are
beyond description. The present Prime Minister whom the journalists in Europe dub ‘Trump Two’, vowed to lead Britain out of
the European Union even if it means to disobey a law which the
House of Commons passed before the entire House was sent into
a five-week recess by the Prime Minister, a move which Britain’s
Supreme Court ruled as illegal. Yet, the Prime Minister did not step
down after this massive defeat.
The situation in the USA is known to all of you, and I must only
repeat the words that our fellow-Baptist Jimmy Carter said the
other day: another term in office of the present Chief Executive
would be a total disaster. Let me also quote a native of Alabama,
professor emeritus of Auburn University and Baptist minister,
Wayne Flint, who put it this way: ‘He is the worst sort of narcissist,
the worst hedonist in American public life, the worst materialist; he
has spent all his life building bigger barns. He is a serial adulterer,
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a pathological liar. He is the worst, most flagrant liar in the history
of American politics.’ Other Southern Baptist ministers are of the
opinion that Mr. Trump is not only on the side of history, but on
the side of God. There you have it: two Baptist voices which are
diametrically opposed to each other, and only one speaks the truth.
What is important for our present situation is to see that the tree
areas which I briefly touched are intimately inter-related. The connection between the three topics are obvious so that I can stop now except
that I like to close on a much lighter note. Dear Bill, I carry with me a
letter to you written by the Rektor of the German Baptist Seminary in
Elstal, just outside of Berlin.
[The letter congratulates Dr. Brackney and he is made ‘a Lifetime
Fellow of the Elstal “Institut,” and wishes him God’s blessings especially
with his ongoing work as Professor Emeritus of Acadia University and
commitments at Carey Theological College, Vancouver.]

Chaplain Extrordinary:
The Rev’d Dr. I. Judson Levy
In 1975, an extraordinary change took place at Acadia University. It was
time for the iconic University Chaplain, the Rev’d Dr. Isaac Judson Levy
(popularly known and loved as ‘Jud’) to retire. He had been chaplain for
11 years. During those years he gave the university chaplaincy form and
substance, and an inheritance that succeeding chaplains have received
and nurtured.
Dr. Levy was born at Sherwood, Lunenburg County, NS, on 15 July
1907 amongst a large ‘clan’ of Levys, many of whom would distinguish
themselves in their careers. Jud Levy taught school for four years, graduated from Acadia University (B.A. [Theology], 1931; B.D. ‘44, S.T.M.,’51
Andover Newton Theological School) and entered the Baptist ministry. He also received a D.D. from Acadia. He married Fernetta Geraldine Barchard of Saint John on 5 August 1939. They had the joy of
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a daughter, Lynn, who is also an
Acadia graduate.
His ministry took many forms.
He was the Boys’ Work Secretary
of the Maritime Religious Education Council (MREC) from 19311935, then became minister of the
Sussex United Baptist Church
from 1936-1940, followed by
First Baptist Church, Charlottetown, P.E.I. from 1940-1947. From
Charlottetown, he moved to First
Baptist Church, Moncton (19471955). Sadly for the Maritimes, he
then removed to Upper Canada
and was Minister of the Baptist
churches of St. Catherines (1955The Rev’d Dr. I. Judson Levy
1959) and James Street, Hamilton
(1959-1964). The culmination of his increasingly respected ministry was
his being appointed University Chaplain at his beloved Acadia where
his brother, George, taught English Bible, then a required course for all
students.
Dr. Levy arrived at Acadia the year following the Manning Memorial Chapel’s dedication in 1963. His chaplaincy was notable for its profound worship, sensitivity in counselling, and inclusive fellowship. On
Sunday nights after a filled chapel service, the Acadia Christian Community (ACC) would meet in the Chapel Hall. His sermons were
always thought-provoking and attention-getting.
Writing was one of his activities and he created a number of booklets
and full volumes. Two of his latter were Come, Let us Worship and Let us
Pray. These latter two were published in St. Stephen, N. B., written after
he retired in 1975. A published volume of tributes came out in his retirement year, Chaplain Extraordinary, edited by J.R.C. Perkin. He was also
a long-time Editor of this publication. He passed away in Wolfville and
is buried in Wolfville’s Willow Bank Cemetery, requiescat in pace.
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News Notes
The next General Meeting of the CABF
will be held at the Port Williams United Baptist Church on Saturday, 13 June 2020. The Programme Committee is busily preparing for a
speaker.
The next issue for The Bulletin will be published the first of May and will contain detailed
information about the June meeting. It also will be the first under
our new Editor, the Rev’d Dr. Scott Kindred-Barnes, Minister of the
Wolfville Baptist Church
The Manning Memorial Chapel Choir with the Aeolian Singers will
be presenting a concert, ‘This we Know’, at the Wolfville Baptist Church
on Saturday, 7 March at 7:30 p.m. They will also be presenting a sacred
concert, ‘The Dawn is not Distant’, at the Chapel on Good Friday, 10
April at 7:30 p.m. The Chapel Choir has presented several outstanding,
sold out, concerts this academic year as well as singing at each Sunday
evening service.
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